
 

 

 

 

 

 

Think HBCU Oratorical Contest  

 The Impact or Positive Contribution HBCU Leaders Have Made on Society  

The Think HBCU Committee- Sigma Omega Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. is excited 

to sponsor an oratorical contest. The oratorical contest will be held on Saturday, September 23, 2017 @ 

1:00 pm at Jessie Davis Park in Douglasville, GA.  

Contest theme: The Impact or Positive Contribution HBCU Alumni Have Made on Society 

Select from the list of famous persons below that have attended or graduated from a Historically Black 

College/University (HBCU) to write about for the theme. You may also select a parent, teacher or 

counselor that is an HBCU graduate that has made a positive impact on your life.  

HBCU alumni 

Ralph Abernathy –Morris Brown College  

Nikki Giovanni –Fisk University  

Debbie Allen –Howard University  

Bernice King –Spelman College 

Samuel Jackson –Morehouse College 

James Weldon Johnson -Clark Atlanta University  

Tom Joyner –Tuskegee University  

Coretta Scott-King -Dillard University  

Oprah Winfrey -Tennessee State University 

Hosea Williams -Morris Brown College 

 

All participants will receive a certificate. Monetary prizes will be awarded to the top three contestants 

with the highest votes from the judges. The first place prize amount is $200.00. The second place prize 

amount is $100.00. The third place prize amount is $50.00 

 

Interested parties should communicate their interest no later than September 8, 2017 to: 

 Ms. Eloise Sandifer, Chair, Think HBCU       eloisesandifer@outlook.com    

Ms. Diletha Waldon, Co-chair Think HBCU      ddwaldon@gmail.com  
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Think HBCU Oratorical Contest Rules  

1. Contestants are to write their full name, contact information (student& parent), name 

of school and grade level at the end of the speech/document submitted. 

 

2. The contestants must write original speeches, not copied from another source. 

 

3. Contestants must use the list of selected leaders for the theme. 

 

4. Contestants cannot rap or sing the speech.  Two lines of a rap or 2 lines from a song may 

be included in the speech. 

 

5.  Sources are to be documented and is credited in the speech if content is not original. 

 

6. The speech must be between 5 and 7 minutes long.  Solely at the discretion of the 

judges, points may be deducted from contestants who speak over or under the time 

limit. 

 

7. Contestants may use notes, but should not read the speech. 

 

8. Contestants cannot have music, audiovisual slides, props, costumes, or use sound 

effects.  

 

9. Contestants cannot make a dramatic presentation or dance. Gestures are allowed. The 

appropriateness of gestures will be decided solely at the discretion of the judges. 

 

10. In case scores are tied, the judges will decide the winner. 

 

11. Judges’ individual score sheets will not be shown to the contestants or their parents. 

Only the Oratorical Contest Committee, the chapter president, and chapter vice 

president will have access to the judges’ score sheets. 

 

12. The judges’ decisions will be final. 
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